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AN OVERVIEW OF H1N1 VIRUS PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS 

The International Hospital Federation (IHF) has gathered information from its members 

regarding how they are participating to the effort for an H1N1 virus pandemic response. This 

document   presents results from two sources: 

 -  Information available on IHF member’s websites regarding the H1N1 virus   

-  Results from an online web survey conducted between August 27th and September 25th 

This document describes how organizations and associations representing hospitals have 

been and are still playing keys roles ranging from providing advice to designing guidelines. 

Results from IHF member’s websites 
 

While efforts are being made to develop a vaccine; the vast majority of countries (I) have 

adopted national pandemic influenza plans and pandemic influenza preparedness to limit 

the effects of a potential pandemic, (II) inform the public about pandemic influenza, (III) 

explain what the government and the health services are doing to prepare for a possible 

pandemic, and (IV) inform the public on what to do in case of pandemic. 

Table I list members who have information related to H1N1 on their website while table II 

gives an overview of information available1. 

 

 

 

 

Table I. List of members who have information on H1N1 on their websites 

                                                           
  

1
  To be directed to the homepage : control +left  click on the country name 

 

 

http://www.ihf-fih.org/
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COUNTRIE ORGANISATION 

ARGENTINA 
 

Confederacion Argentina De Clinicas 
 

AUSTRALIA 
 

Australian  Healthcare & Hospitals Association 

AUSTRIA 
 

Bundesministerium Für Gesundheit, Familie Und Jugend 
 

BAHAMAS Ministry Of Health  
 

BAHRAIN Ministry Of Health 
 

BELGIUM 
 

Association Belge Des Hopitaux 

BRAZIL Confederação Nacional De Saúde, Hospitais, Estabelecimentos E Serviços 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM Department Of Medical Services 
 

CUBA Ministerio De Salud Publica de Cuba 
 

FRANCE Fédération Hospitalière de France 

HONG KONG Hospital Authority 
 

IRELAND Health Service Executive 
 

LEBANON Syndicat Des Hopitaux Du Liban 
 

NETHERLANDS Norsk Sykehus-og elsetjenesten 
 

NORWAY Administracao central dos 
Servicos de saude 

 

PORTUGAL Administracao central dos 
Servicos de saude 

 

TUNISIA Ministère de La santé publique 
 

UK The NHS Confederation 
 

USA American Hospital Association 

http://www.bahamas.gov.bs/
http://www.aushealthcare.com.au/
http://www.bmgfj.gv.at/
http://www.bahamas.gov.bs/
http://www.moh.gov.bh/EN/Default.aspx
http://www.hospitals.be/
http://www.cns.org.br/#inicio
http://www.hospitals.be/
http://www.infomed.sld.cu/
http://www.fhf.fr/
http://www.ha.org.hk/visitor/ha_index.asp
http://www.hse.ie/eng
http://www.syndicateofhospitals.org.lb/
http://www.nvz-ziekenhuizen.nl/
http://www.nsh.no/
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\dwight%20moe\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\G3HDD17O\ADMINISTRACAO%20CENTRAL%20DOS
http://www.santetunisie.rns.tn/msp/msp.html
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.aha.org/
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Table II: An overview of information available on IHF’s member’s websites 

ACTION 

 
Organisation 

 
 

 
 

Guidelines  for 
 

 
International 
and national 

up to date 
information 

 
Hotline 

 
Instructive 
materials : 
video 

 
Information 
leaflets and 
posters 

Population Professionals Employers 
Travelers 

and 
tourists 

Educational 
institutions 

ARGENTINA 
 

x 
 

        

Australia 
 

    x 
 

    

AUSTRIA 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

 
x 
 

x 
 

   

BAHAMAS x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

 x 
 

x 
 

   

BAHRAIN x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

  
x 
 

BELGIUM 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

  

BRAZIL  
    

x 
 

   

BRUNEI 
DARUSSALAM 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

   

CUBA  
    

x 
 

   

FRANCE 
x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

 
x 
 

x 
 

HONG KONG 
x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

   

IRELAND 
x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

LEBANON  
    

x 
 

   

NETHERLANDS 
x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

   
x 
 

NORWAY 
x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

    

PORTUGAL 
x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

    

TUNISIA 
x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

  

UK x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

   

USA x x x x x x    

Cells colored in blue with a cross inside = the information is available for the corresponding institution. 

http://www.hse.ie/eng/swineflu/Leaflets_and_Posters/infoleaflet.html
http://www.hse.ie/eng/swineflu/Leaflets_and_Posters/infoleaflet.html
http://www.hse.ie/eng/swineflu/Leaflets_and_Posters/infoleaflet.html
http://www.bahamas.gov.bs/
http://www.aushealthcare.com.au/
http://www.bmgfj.gv.at/
http://www.bahamas.gov.bs/
http://www.moh.gov.bh/EN/Default.aspx
http://www.hospitals.be/
http://www.cns.org.br/#inicio
http://www.hospitals.be/
http://www.hospitals.be/
http://www.infomed.sld.cu/
http://www.fhf.fr/
http://www.ha.org.hk/visitor/ha_index.asp
http://www.hse.ie/eng
http://www.syndicateofhospitals.org.lb/
http://www.nvz-ziekenhuizen.nl/
http://www.nsh.no/
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\dwight%20moe\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\G3HDD17O\ADMINISTRACAO%20CENTRAL%20DOS
http://www.santetunisie.rns.tn/msp/msp.html
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.aha.org/
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Results from the online survey 
 

An online survey was conducted between August 27th and September 25th. We present you 

results from 17 members who responded. 

Below is a list of 17 members who responded to the survey (table III):  

Table III: IHF members who responded to the survey 

INSTITUTION COUNTRY 

AUSTRALIA South Sustralia Health (member of AHHA) 

AUSTRIA Federal Ministry of Health  (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) 

BRAZIL CNS.National Health Confederation 

CANADA Canadian Healthcare Association 

FRANCE Fédération hospitalière de France 
GERMANY DKG - Deutsche Krankenhausgesellschaft e.V.  (German Hospital Federation) 
HONG KONG (CHINA) Hospital Authority Head Office (HAHO) 
MEXICO Asociacion Nacional de Hospitales Privados 
MOROCCO Association Marocaine des Gestionnaires Hospitaliers 
NETHERLAND NVZ Vereniging van Ziekenhuizen  Dutch Hospital Organisation 
NORWAY The Norwegian Hospital and Health Service Association 
PERU FEPAS 
PORTUGAL ACSS-Administracao Central Dosservicos De Saude 
SWEDEN SALAR 
SWITZERLAND H+ Swiss Hospital Association 
UK NHS Confederation 
USA American Hospital Association(AHA) 

 

At the time the survey was conducted, the pandemic had touched all the aforementioned 

countries except Morocco. Furthermore except in three countries, the rest of these 

institutions are involved in discussions and measures concerning the pandemic. 
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They also participate directly or indirectly in research regarding this pandemic; below is a list 

of some institutions which reported to be involved in research: 

i. FEPAS  

ii. National School of Public Health Lisbon (Portugal): “creating a centre for 

analyzing social response to the pandemic  link between health authorities 

and companies, providing information ” 

iii. The  Federal Ministry of Health  in Austria (Bundesministerium für 

Gesundheit) is participating in epidemiological  research 

iv. Hospital Authority Head Office (HAHO) in Hong Kong  

 

IHF members provided information on some of the measures their respective countries have 

put in place. Information and advice, telephone, hotline, surveillance and monitoring, 

antiviral drugs and pandemic vaccines are measures almost all members who responded 

have put in place. This is an insight of how preventive measures have been combined with 

curative strategies. Furthermore, all these countries have not only made available 

information and advice to the population but also they all consider surveillance and 

monitoring as an important strategy (table IV).       

 

 

 Table IV.  Some of the measures countries have put in place  

 
Measures 

 
Percent 

Information and/advice 100,0% 

Surveillance and monitoring 100,0% 

Telephone hotline 93,8% 

Antiviral drugs 93,8% 

Pandemic vaccine 93,8% 

Collection of essential supplies for individual protection 62,5% 

Reorganization of health services and redeployment of health service staff 56,3% 

Other  25,0% 

100 % means that all surveyed institutions have put in place the same measures 

We asked our members if they were engaged in the dialogue between national health 

authorities and hospitals; we found that about two third of the healthcare representative 

bodies are formally involved while one third is not. 
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Moreover, more than 50% of the responding has put in place   advisory committees (Mexico, 

Brazil, Portugal, Netherland, Peru, France, China, and Australia). 

Another issue concerned how institutions are following up the evolution of this pandemic in 

hospitals and healthcare services: it was found that self reporting and special information 

systems are the main strategies developed (table V). 

 

 

Table V. Strategies IHF members use to follow up the evolution on H1N1 epidemic 

 
                                                        
                                               Strategies 

 

 
Response Percent 

Special team in charge of pandemic H1N1 
control 

77,8% 

Self reporting 77,8% 

Special  information system  for the epidemic 
H1N1 virus 

55,6% 

Others 22,2% 

 

Besides the aforementioned strategies; South Australia Health (member of AHHA) reported 

to: “match pathology and inpatient data for public sector, and follow up with all hospitals 

including privates on daily activity. Clinical links with CMO and CHO also add to information 

richness”.  
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As vaccination is a strategy to control this threat, we investigated about institutions in 

charge of vaccination programs. We could thus distinguish   two levels of participation: (I) 

Institutions in charge of vaccination plan and (II) healthcare facilities on front line prepared 

to perform vaccination. 

Institution in charge of Vaccination plan 

 

- Ministry of Health         Brazil 

- Ministry of Health  Directorate General of Health    Portugal 

- Ministry of Health         Peru 

- Ministry of Health (Emergency Sanitary Department )    France 

- Ministry of Health         Netherland 

- Secretaria de Salud          Mexico 

- National authorities and County Councils.      Sweden 

- State and local health departments       USA 

- Commonwealth and State Governments      Australia 

- Provincial Health Administrations(Landessanitätsdirektionen)   Austria 

- Public Health Authorities        German 

- The Norwegian Institute of Public Health      Norway 

In most of the countries the Ministry of Health is piloting the vaccination plan. However in 

countries where service delivery is fully decentralized the authorities in charge of healthcare 

are leading the response. In other countries specific agencies have been charged to prepare 

the plan. 

On front line, vaccination is performed mainly by general Practitioners for the population 

and health care providers have to vaccinate their staff. Furthermore, Hong Kong reported 

that in case of a massive threat, specific centers would be created. 
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The table VI below describes the roles hospitals are playing. As we can see all of them are 

doing inpatient treatment of cases while 68% are doing outpatient investigation of 

suspicious cases. Only 31% of hospitals are carrying out research (table VI).We can assume 

that research is performed mainly by specialized institutions. 

Table VI: Roles hospitals are playing 

 
Roles 

 
Response Percent 

Inpatient treatment of cases 100,0% 

Outpatient investigation of suspicious cases 68,8% 

Advising health authorities 43,8% 

Research activity 31,3% 

Other 18,8% 

 

Conclusion 
 

IHF‘s member are deeply involved in H1N1 pandemic preparedness efforts. This 

demonstrates that regardless of differences on organizational settings the flu epidemic has 

been taken very seriously by the healthcare representative bodies. 

When there is need to scale up measures relying on the massive mobilization of health care 

providers, the hospital and the health care organization play a major role. 

 

 

 

About IHF 

The International Hospital Federation (IHF) is an international non-governmental organization, 
supported by members from over 100 countries. As the worldwide body for hospitals and health care 
organizations it develops and maintains a spirit of cooperation and communication among them, 
with the primary goal of improving patient safety and of promoting health in underserved 
communities. 
The Secretariat which since 1947 was based in London moved in November 2002 to Ferney Voltaire, 
France (Greater Geneva Area). 
Link:  http://www.ihf-fih.org.  

http://www.ihf-fih.org/

